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On 24 January 2015, Mr Vinod Tawade,
Minister for School Education, Sports
and Youth Welfare, Higher and Technical
Education tweeted that Government of
Maharashtra (GOM) will buy 10 King
Henrys Road NW3 (where Dr Ambedkar
lived in 1921-22), and turn it into a me-
morial for Dr Ambedkar. There has been
considerable worldwide media interest in
this since the news broke that the house
had been put up for sale. Mr Tawade’s
announcement has been received with
considerable delight and pride by Ambed-
karites here in the UK and around the
world.

10 King Henrys Road is already
regarded as a significant and culturally
historic site for Ambedkarites. It is in this
house, Dr Ambedkar enriched his aca-
demic studies at the London School of
Economics and Grays Inn, and strength-
ened his resolve to challenge Untoucha-
bility, and British Rule in India. As part
of the celebration of the centenary of Dr
Ambedkar’s birth organised under the
auspices of the Federation of Ambed-
karite and Buddhist Organisations UK
(FABO UK), English Heritage recognised
in 1991, 10 King Henrys Road, NW3 and
installed a ‘blue plague’ on the exterior
of the property with the words “DR
BHIMRAO RAMJI AMBEDKAR 1891-
1956 Indian Crusader for Social Justice
lived here 1921-22".

When the house came on the
market for £3.1 million and was brought
to the attention of Ambedkarite groups
by Mr Harbans Lal Virdee at the end of
August 2014, Ms Santosh Dass MBE,
President FABO UK immediately wrote
to Mr Prithviraj Chavan, the former Chief
Minister Maharashtra with a request that
GOM fund the purchase of the house
and allow Ambedkarites to turn it into a
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fitting memorial for Dr Ambedkar. She
followed this up with letters to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi too. Since then,
Ms Dass and colleagues in Mumbai -
Padma Shri Kalpana Saroj, Mr Ramdas
Athawale MP, Mr R K Gaikwad, IAS (For-
mer Secretary GOM), Mr Ramesh Katke,

Assistance finally (with the thanks to Mr
Gaikwad) emailed an official letter to the
Estate Agent with copies to Ms Dass and
the High Commission in London. On the
same day Tawade, who was on an official
visit to London, invited Ms Dass to a
meeting with him on 23 January at
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private developer. Mr Gautam
Chakravarty FABO UK together with Mrs
Saroj also lobbied the Government of
India and met Mr Ajit Doval in Prime Min-
ister Modi’s office on 31 December 2014
and handed copies of Ms Dass’s letters
to the CM GOM and Prime Minister
Modi. This coincided with Mr Chakra-
vaty’s visit to India for his very success-
ful World Peace Buddhist Convention in
Surat, Gujarat, in January 2015 in which
over 30,000 people participated.

After months of email ex-
changes, phone calls and meetings, on
22 January 2015 by Ms Dass and col-
leagues in India, Mr Rajkumar Badole,
Minister for Social Justice and Special

companied the Minister to a meeting
with Mr Ranjan Mathai, India’s High
Commissioner to London.

In response, to Mr Tawade’s an-
nouncement Ms Dass said,”l am de-
lighted that the Government of
Maharashtra has begun the legal process
to secure the Architect of the Constitu-
tion of India - Dr Ambedkar's - former
residence in north London. This follows
my letter to the former CM of the Gov-
ernment of Maharashtra, on 1 Septem-
ber 2014 and the robust lobbying since.
Mr Vinod Tawade gave me this good
news on 23 January 2015 in person at
meeting in London. | invited the Minister
to come with me and visit 10 King Hen-

rys Road NW3. Fortunately he was able
to adjust his diary and obliged just before
he flew back to India. Straight after vis-
iting the house we met India’s High
Commissioner in London where the Min-
ister asked the High Commission to
begin the legal process to acquire the
house.

| am thrilled with Mr Tawade’s
public statements that the house will be
turned into a memorial to Dr Ambedkar.
We have a lot of work to do still to make
sure we achieve this and deliver Dr
Ambedkar's legacy. Just for this initiative
to get this far has already brought so
many people together from across the
continents wherever the South Asian di-
aspora has reached. For untold genera-
tions of people to come, 10 King Henry’s
Road will become a place of pilgrimage
for people around the globe inspired by
the fractious history of civil rights, the
potential successes of social activism
and, of course, Dr Ambedkar's legacy.
With this fillip, the cause can only grow
from strength to strength.”

GOM’s decision to buy the
house on 22 January - at such a critical
point in the sale of the House - will be
remembered by Ambedkarites around the
world.

Arun Kumar, General Secretary,
FABO UK said, “After a prolonged sus-
pense, timely decision is made to secure
this property otherwise we would have
lost a very important piece of our her-
itage and history. This is the biggest trib-
ute to Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar, the
Father of the Indian Constitution on the
Republic Day of India. This memorial can
provide a national and international cen-
tre for people to visit to learn about
Ambedkar, his life, his ideas, his achieve-
ments, and his work.”
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Coinciding with the birth anniversary of Baba
Sohan Singh Bhakna, on January 4, and share it
with readers in California-America, | received this
message in an article as attachment from Profes-
sor Malwinder Jit Singh Warraich last week. The
message is obviously directed to the Indian youth
but | have no doubt of its universal appeal:
“Young men!

Let me ask if you are doing your job sin-
cerely as a patriot? If your answer is ‘yes’, | feel
motherland should be proud of you.

But if not! You are letting, both yourself
and your motherland down! | call upon all of you
to live like self-respecting, responsible citizens of
a free country”! Born on January 4, 1870, Baba
ji would have been 145, if he were alive today.
Despite the hard and tough treatment meted out,
fighting the British with his bare hands; despite
numerous successful but lengthy and soul-de-
stroying hunger strikes during his life long sen-
tence in jails, Baba Ji came out in such high
spirits that he never said no to other calls of duty
for his motherland until he died at the ripe age of
98 as a true patriot.

By making tireless efforts to procure doc-

uments and literature pertaining to the almost for-
gotten Ghadar movement, Professor Waraich has
put together some very valuable information. Be-
sides the Lahore conspiracy martyrs, he has also
written on Chandar Shekhar Azad, Bhagwati Cha-
ran Vohra and Durga Bhabhi. He has also written
books on the ‘trial of Madan Lal Dhingra, the
hanging of Ram Prasad Bismil and
other Ghadrites.

Modestly calling himself “Munshi” of the
Ghadrites he constantly keeps reminding us citi-
zens, our proud heritage through his brilliant find-
ings/writings about the heroic history that had
been kept marginalized by the powers to be. Since
it is more relevant for the youth today who are at
a crossroads of "Charachter (Kartav) Crises" for
want of role models, | take the pleasure to share
Prof. Waraich’s article with the readers of Ambed-
ker Times. By courtesy Ambedker Times, this ar-
ticle will be followed by publishing in Punjabi from
the book “Jeevan Sangram” also compiled by
Prof. Waraich. Please stay tuned and leave a com-
ment in Ambedker Times Weekly newspaper, on
Prof. Waraich’s website or on my website, if
you like.
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SHRI GURU RAVIDASS TEMPLE
1480 HAYNE AVENUE,
YUBA CITY, CA 95993
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Shri Guru Ravidass :
Temple Yuba City

All pictures by Prem K. Chumber
w.ambedkartimes.com & www.deshdoaba.




INDIA MARKET

'SWEETS & SPICES

Chaat Plate
Only for

Chaat Papdi. Samosa
Chaat. Pani Puri. Dahi
Vada. Bhel Puri Chaat

We have the largest collection for
Indian, Fijian & Pakistani Grocery

The Threading queen

threading & HEENA TATTOOS
Call for appointment
(916) 297-0150, (916) 316-8199

Eyebrow Threading & (Regular $ 8.00)

Henna Tattoo (each hand) Walk In Welcome ‘
Only for $5.00 Mon-sat10amto7 pm

] 916-786-7666
03 Elkhorn Blvd. Sacramento, Vb 916-338-5511

Music, Fabric, Artificial
Jewelry, Sweets, Fresh
Vegetables & more

TANDOG

Indian Restauvrant

2167 Mission Blvd. Hayward, CA 95544

SPECIALIST IN
CATERING & SPECIAL
ITEMS ARE
AVAILABLE
HERE :

FISH PAKORE,
CHILLI CHICKEN,
GOAT KARI,
SHAHI PANEER,
BUTTER CHICKEN,
SWEETS,
SNACKS
AND MORE
SPECIAL ITEMS.
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BUFFET LUNCH 11:00 AM To 3:00 PM

5 Contact Us:
Ph. 510-885-1212
MAMt10PM Fax. 510-885-1532

We are open
seven days
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Indian, Pakistani & Fiiiian Groceries
We are open 7 DAYS A WEEK TIME : 9:00 A.M. TO 8:30 PM.
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES ENJOY YOUR DAY WITH HOPES
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

Call to Happy- Cell : (209) 594-8473 Ph: (209) 478-0285 Fax : (209) 477-3206
'8 d% EnesTEls feaet € Gusdu sl
Email: indiabazaar08(yahoo.com
1304-E HAMMER LANE, Suite 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210

A's f&u g faad gt et & HdHS i3 fleamie
3 feere aret € Ae v dH SHS e i3 Afer Ji
Y&t Fret udflee w3 S-ed B uH yHu J

We Do Complete
Engine Transmis.
sion, Body and Paint
Work We Sell Used
Carsata Good Price

3 !
Prop: Jusbir Singh Takhar armandeep

Free Estimates

510-755-2132 Free Towing Singh

510- 733- 2222

{4el Industrial PKWY West#F Hayward, CA 94544



